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boisterous, that it was judged better to defer moving the troops till morning.    My brigade, and the first brigade of Guards, were ordered to assemble in the Ragge Weg so as to be able to move forward at 3 A.M. on the 2pth.    Lord Cavan's brigade and the reserve were directed to be on a parallel road in our rear at the same hour.    The artillery and cavalry were to be at Petten.    We marched accordingly, and with the head of the column I had reached within a quarter of a mile of the sands when one of Sir Ralph's aides-de-camp  brought me  an order  to   return with   the troops.    Though the morning was fine the surf was still so high from the storm of the preceding day, that it was found impossible to march along the strand.     The troops were disappointed at this counter-order.    They got back to their cantonments just as the day broke, and without being discovered by the enemy.    Upon the whole I was rather well pleased.    I had for two days been feverish, and though I should have been able to have gone through the day, I should probably have been knocked up for the rest of the campaign.    Upon my return I took some tartar emetic and went to bed; yesterday I was quiet, and this day am perfectly recovered.    Sir Ralph called upon me yesterday; the plan, he said, was in some degree changed, and the attack would now be in daylight.    It was found that from quicksands   between  Petten  and  Camp it  was   impossible  for artillery to pass, except at low water and in fine weather. A body of a thousand British were to act in the sand-hills upon the right of the Russians.    General Dundas's column, instead of acting upon both sides of the Alkmaar Canal, on the left of the Russians, are now to move in their rear, to act as a second line and reserve to them, extending to the right through the sand-hills, and endeavour to communicate with the column under Sir Ralph.    The Russian General, Herman, who at first commanded them, despised all assistance, held everybody cheap, and certainly had too much boast and pretension for a man of sense.    His action fell short of his talk as much as it generally does with men of that description.   He displayed nothing but personal courage,